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Matthew 25:31-40 
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne 
of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when 
was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And 
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, 
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you 
did it to me.’ 
 
Matthew 5:3-12 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.  
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  
Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
The Story of God for the People of God… thanks be to God. 
 
i“This is a day I’ve been looking forward to for 2 and a half years.”ii 
 
That was the opening line of Steve Jobs’ 2007 keynote address where he introduced the original 
iPhone.  
His next sentence was, “Every once in a while a revolutionary product comes along that changes 
everything.” 
 
Steve Jobs was the only one who had enough authority to make the claims he was about to 
make that day. Apple had not focus-grouped or run a pilot program. He was not offering up a 
product that would merely enhance what everyone already had, no, Steve Jobs – and Apple – 
were changing the culture. And his keynote address was his way of kicking the whole thing off. 
 
The Beatitudes are the keynote address of the Sermon on the Mount and the launch of a new 
way of engaging in the world.  
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Jesus is the only one who had enough authority to make the claims he was about to make. He 
had not focus-grouped or run a pilot program. He was not offering up a product that would 
merely enhance what everyone already had, no, Jesus was changing the culture, orienting the 
disciples to the kingdom of heaven, telling his faithful what is True. 
 
The keynote of Steve Jobs announced that the phone as we knew it - was gone. 
The keynote of Jesus announced that the hierarchy of power as we know it – is gone. 
 
Jesus invites the disciples – invites us – to shift our focus from Rome to the kingdom of God;  
from the world as it is to the world as it should be. 
 
Now, as brilliant as Steve Jobs’ keynote is – it’s 80 minutes long. And as brilliant as the Sermon 
on the Mount is – it’s 20 minutes long. One of the pastors at my home church memorized the 
Sermon on the Mount and the Sunday after Easter he would preach it. A very cool feat, but if 
you asked teenager me how long it lasted, I would have said, “approximately 2 days.” 
 
I’m not going to take 80 minutes or 20 minutes… and certainly not 2 days – but let’s dig a little 
bit deeper into what the Beatitudes have to offer: 
First, the Beatitudes come with a patented internal processor – the phrase: Blessed are… 
 
As overused (in my opinion) as that word has become in our current hashtagBLESSED culture, 
the understanding of being blessed can be a helpful one to the extent that phrases like “I’m not 
lucky, I’m blessed” point us to God rather than ourselves. There is something passive about 
being blessed – it suggests that we are not at this moment doing the blessing ourselves, but are 
rooted in something more. 
 
The Common English Bible translates the word as “happy” rather than “blessed” – but the 
original meaning of the word is deeper than the common definition of “happy.” “Blessed” 
suggests deep contentment, being in sync with God, committed to follow in the way of Jesus. 
 
Being persecuted, hungering and thirsting, mourning – these things do not make us feel happy. 
But they will find us blessed. 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Blessed are those who find their identity not in poverty or possessions or wealth – but in God. 
Blessed are those who choose vulnerability and honesty about their stories.  
Blessed are those who embrace that we control nothing and that lying to ourselves that we can, 
only makes things worse. 
 
I will release no Ted Lasso spoilers, but if you are fan of the show you know that the only way 
Coach Lasso is going to get healthy, and not just be funny, is if he embraces vulnerability and 
honesty about his story. 
 
Frederick Buechner writes that we live our lives like a big clenched fist.  The clenched fist can 
do many things: it can work, hang onto things, impress, even fight.  But, “the one thing a 
clenched fist cannot do is accept, even from good God himself, a helping hand.”iii 
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Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
This isn’t individual mourning – this is all y’all – community mourning. Anyone with a living 
memory of twenty years ago knows what this feels like. It is a combination of deeply grieving 
the gap between the world as it is and the world as it should be; and yet not resigning ourselves 
to the idea that the present condition of the world is final. 
 
Nicholas Wolterstorff interprets what Jesus says as, “Be open to the wounds of the world.  
Mourn humanity’s mourning, weep over humanity’s weeping, be wounded by humanity’s 
wounds, be in agony over humanity’s agony.  But do so in the good cheer that a day of peace is 
coming.”iv  In Paul’s words to the Thessalonians, “do not grieve as those without hope.” 
 
One more – Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
 
In 1991, at the beginning of the First Persian Gulf War, I was driving my dormmates a little nuts 
as they were keeping their eyes and ears and hearts on the news… and I was keeping my eyes 
and ears and heart – AND the dorm lobby television on the NY GIANTS run to Super Bowl XXV – 
(something I had predicted the previous August and would get to attend by working security… 
but I digress). 
 
One morning the tv was tuned into the McNeil-Lehrer Hour and three clergy were being 
interviewed about the prospects of war. Two declared, “God is with us, we must win!”  The 
third opened his Bible and read aloud about Jesus: “Love your enemies,” “Blessed are the 
peacemakers…” and was interrupted by a shout from the man next to him: “That’s not relevant 
now!  We’re at war!”  His reply?  “If it’s not relevant now, it’s never relevant.”v 
 
So, if the Beatitudes are the keynote introducing the new paradigm for life in this earthly 
kingdom – and I’d make the case that it also outlines the cost (blessed are you when people revile 
you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely). 
 
That’s the keynote introducing the product. How do we make the purchase? 
Maybe slightly better stated – how do we buy in? 
 
…for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took 
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ …‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me’ (Mt. 25:35-36,40). 
 
The Beatitudes are not just for preaching and reading and discussing and teaching. They exist 
for us, as beloved children of God, to embody in the real world. I wonder how we’re doing. 
 
A friend of mine recently shared this story on Facebook of when his parents went out of town 
leaving his older sister to watch him and his other two sisters. It turned into a rainy weekend 
and the kids went down to check the basement. The house had a half-finished basement with 3 
sump pumps in it with two of those sump pumps servicing the unfinished part of the basement. 
When rainwater started coming in, it became quickly apparent that one of the sump pumps was 
backing up. As he puts it, “We spent the whole night fighting the floodwaters by trying to push 
the water from half the basement toward the one working sump pump.  We kept getting close 
and then it would all get worse again.” 



4 
 

   
“After a long night of futile efforts, the next morning a person from my dad's company bailed us 
out (literally and figuratively) with a generator and a pump.  We fast forward to when my 
parents got home, and we told them about our night of pushing water around and my dad 
laughed.  You see the pump that was working only served to pump water to the sump pump 
that wasn't working which was supposed to then remove the water. (What was actually 
happening) was that every time we filled the working pump it would send it to the non-working 
pump which (would then) overflow back into the basement.”   
 
“We were never going to succeed. All we did was spend a night keeping the river flowing 
through the basement.”vi 
 
Living out the Beatitudes… actively engaging in the world around us…. Seeing our neighbor and 
serving as Jesus calls us to do can feel as futile as shoving water into a broken sump pump.  
And it’s just about as messy too. 
 
But it does seem to offer something real: the kingdom, blessing, and according to Matthew – 
salvation. None of those things come cleanly. They too are tangled up in the graced and fallen 
world, in the already and the not yet, in the liminal space between the world as it is and the 
world as it should be.  
 
So why keep going? 
 
On the wall of the Shishu Bhavan, the children’s home in Calcutta, established by Mother 
Teresa, there is a poem that reads: 

People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered.  Love them anyway. 
If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.  Do good anyway. 
If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies.  Succeed anyway. 
The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow.  Do good anyway. 
Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable.  Be honest and frank anyway. 
What you spent years building may be destroyed overnight.  Build anyway. 
People really need help but may attack you if you help them.  Help people anyway. 
Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the teeth.  Give the world the best 
you’ve got anyway.vii 

 
Vulnerability, empathy, meekness; 
Peacemaking, feeding, welcoming; 
Caring for all of God’s beloved children, does not always seem like something we should buy 
into. It doesn’t make sense. 
 
Do it anyway. 

 
i This sermon was given a huge assist by a paper from The Well written by Rev. Jessica Tate, Davidson, NC 
ii https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQKMoT-6XSg 
iii Howell, James C. The Beatitudes for Today. Louisville: WJK, 2006, p. 35. 
iv Wolterstorf is quoted in Howell, p. 43. 
v Howell, p. 76. 
vi The Reverend Andrew Kukla, Facebook – who knew Facebook could come in handy! 
vii As quoted by Howell, p. 93. 


